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• The demands on planning and urban design have never 
been greater

• New developments must be designed to cope with 
future rather than historical climates

• We must decarbonise our electricity and energy 
supplies

• Risks – high temps, flooding, water quality and ground 
conditions – must be planned for and adapted too

planning for
climate change



Coalition aims:

• To make recommendations for new strategic planning 
guidance on climate change on climate change and 
sustainable energy in England, bringing together PPS1 
and PPS22.

• To build consensus amongst a wide range of 
stakeholders on the benefits of new guidance

• To work with Government to ensure the fastest possible 
implementation of the new guidance

the case for an 
updated climate PPS



• Both the science and solutions that relate to climate 
change are moving at an unprecedented pace. 

• The current PPS on climate reflects the available 
thinking in 2007 before the Climate Change Act and the 
latest conclusions of the IPCC. 

• It also pre-dates the UK’s commitment to producing 
15% of total energy from renewables by 2020

• There is no doubt that PPS 22 is now out of date and 
needs to be replaced to reflect the conclusions of the 
Renewable Energy Strategy (RES)

• There needs to be a much greater emphasis on climate 
change adaptation

the case for an 
updated climate PPS



coalition partners

•Collaboration with around 
100 individuals and 
organisations

•Two policy events and 
extensive feedback

•Fairness and justice at the 
heart of the debate as well 
as an acknowledgement for 
risk taking and innovation

•Over 30 coalition partners



Recommendations include:
• Reinstatement of sustainable 

development as the key 
objective of the planning 
system

• Strong commitment to 
environmental justice and 
open, transparent and 
participative decision-
making

• Recognition of the importance 
of adaptation and the need to 
integrate mitigation and 
adaptation solutions

• New energy paradigm

the case for an 
updated climate PPS



Planning Policy Statement: 
Planning for a Low Carbon Future in 
a Changing Climate

Addressing climate change is…the Government’s 
principal concern for sustainable development.
The Government expects planning to continue to
provide for the development needs of all in the

community, contribute to housing supply and 
economic growth and support social justice.  
Planning should also continue to sustain 
biodiversity and protect natural and historic 
environments. (page 14)

the new climate PPS





the challenge ahead

•Keeping the agenda alive 
post-election - cross-party 
support vital

•Developing consensus 
beyond the coalition

•Skills, resources and 
training

•Political leadership and 
commitment

•Empowerment of 
communities 
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