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• TCPA partner role and the eco-town sustainability worksheets

overview



• Greatest emerging humanitarian challenge of our time

• Global Humanitarian Forum’s Anatomy of a silent crisis
report stated:

– Climate change is causing 300,000 deaths a year and 
affecting the lives of 325 million people

– Estimated that by 2030 the number of people affected by 
climate change will double to 660 million, impacting on the 
lives of 10 per cent of the world’s population. 

– Of the fatalities due to weather-related disasters, 99 per cent 
are in developing countries

– Disproportionately affects the most vulnerable groups

climate change

the scale of the challenge



Kenya, East Africa
• severe drought has created 

what has been coined the 
world’s first ‘climate change 
refugees’

• 10 million Kenyans facing a 
food crisis

• Water prices have risen 110% 
percent

• the nomadic Borana tribe, used 
to a life travelling in search of 
water and pasture for their 
livestock, no longer have cattle 
to heard because their animals 
have died of starvation. 

climate change refugees

Kenya



• political momentum is growing in response to the need to 
reduce emissions and adapt to a changing climate

• ‘Close to home’ climate-related disasters, eg Hurricane 
Katrina and the 2003 European heatwave sparked concern 
and action to adapt to a changing climate

• We must develop an international consensus at the 
Copenhagen conference – for both developed and 
developing countries

• Institutional capacity building – UN and EU 

the global politics of 

climate change



IPPC 4th Assessment report (2007) found:

• Climate-related hazards will mostly increase throughout 
Europe, varying according to regional geography 

• Flash floods are expected to increase throughout Europe  
and up to 1.6 million people annually will be threatened by 
sea-level rise and coastal flooding

• Southern Europe and Mediterranean region will suffer from 
increased periods of drought and fire risk

climate change

the challenge in Europe





what is GRaBS?

• GReen and Blue Space adaptation for urban 
areas and eco-towns

• three-year project funded under  INTERREG IVC 
Programme - September 2008 to August 2011

• 14 partners from 8 members states representing 
a broad spectrum of authorities, climate change 
challenges and with varying degrees of strategic 

policy and experience



GRaBS partners

• UK: TCPA, University of Manchester, London Borough of Sutton, 
Northwest Regional Development Agency and Southampton City 
Council 

• The Netherlands: City District of Geuzenveld-Slotermeer
• Italy: Province of Genoa, Etnambiente, University of Catania 
• Sweden: City of Malmo 
• Slovakia: Regional Environment Centre for Eastern Europe
• Greece: Muncipality of Kalamaria
• Lithuania: Klaipeda University Coastal Research and Planning 

Institute
• Austria: Provincial Government of Styria



GRaBS 
overall objective

‘to ensure existing and new mixed use urban

development is adapted to the impact of

climate change through improving local and

regional planning policy particularly through

planning to put in place green and blue

Infrastructure’



GRaBS 
5 key objectives

1. increase partner expertise on use of green and blue 
infrastructure

2. identify and influence regional planning policy and 
delivery mechanisms for adaptation

3. develop and use a risk and vulnerabilities assessment 
tool

4. develop regional and local adaptation action plans 
including a high level policy statement

5. improve community awareness and engagement in 
planning process 



GRaBS 
TCPA partner role

• communicate the eco-towns programme – specifically 
the sustainability worksheets - to other GRaBS 
partners and their respective stakeholders

• develop TCPA knowledge of climate change 
adaptation strategies

• improve national, regional and local UK policy on 
climate change and planning

• use European exchange of experience to improve 
policy development



Eco-town worksheets

• To provide practical advice to developers and planners of eco-towns

• Cover a range of issues in developing an eco-town, many of which are 
applicable to various models of sustainable house growth both in the 
UK and further afield

• Provide practical guidance drawing on case studies in UK and from 
overseas

• Present best available knowledge, good practice and innovation

• Be aspirational



Eco-town worksheets

• Worksheet series: 
– Transport
– Waste
– Community development
– Water-cycle management
– Green Infrastructure
– Economy
– Inclusive Design
– Housing
– Biodiversity 
– Energy 
– Delivery



The future…

Global

• Build international consensus and action

Europe

• Exchange of best practice through projects such as 
GRaBS

UK

• Learn from and mainstream eco-town principles 



Further information

GRaBS project

• http://www.grabs-eu.org

Eco-town worksheets

• http://www.tcpa.org.uk/pages/sustainability-
worksheets.html


