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19064: "Ambitious' plans for
south east

Three new cities are proposed for
south east England as part of the
largest regional expansion plan in
Britain.

A study, published todaw,
estimates the country's population
will increase by three million by the
early 1980s.

The South East study is a blueprint
for the south east of England,
which could see an owverhaul of
public transport services in the
area and of the road network.

The research shows that in an area
to the south east of a line drawn
from the “Wash in Lincolnshire, to
Dorset, the population will rise from
between 18 million and 21 million
between 19561 and 1981.

Smaller expansions

It is expected to lead to 250,000
London families needing re-housing
outside the capital and could
cripple services and employment if
plans are not in place for the
owerflow.

Mew cities are planned near
Southampton, Bletchley and
MNewbury and six large new
expansions will be carried out at
Ashford, Ipswich, Morthampton,
Peterborough, Swindon and
Stansted.
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The three "new towns" created
were Milton Keynes, Hawvant and
Basingstoke.

There were widespread fears the
creation of new communities in
the south east of England would
destroy the green belt.

But gowvernment calculations
insisted that by 1981 more than
832% of the green belt area would
be open space and green areas
would be preserved.

At the heart of the plans was the
premise the population of London
would not increase because the
city would not be able to cater
for millions more.

Sir Keith Joseph became
secretary of state for social
serwvices in 1970 until the defeat
of the Conserwvative gowvernment
imn 1974,
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