
Land RegistryProvides ownership details, plans and documents
for over 20 million properties in England and Wales, 
for a small charge.
www.landregisteronline.gov.uk
Local Government OmbudsmanThe body that investigates complaints about councils,
including complaints about housing, planning, education
and social services.
www.lgo.org.uk  020 7217 4620
National Association of Local CouncilsRepresents the 8,500 parish and town councils in England
and Wales, and promotes their role in community leadership.
www.nalc.gov.uk  020 7637 1865
Planning Aid
Provides free, independent and professional help, advice
and support on planning issues to people and communities
who cannot afford to hire a planning consultantwww.planningaid.rtpi.org.uk  0121 693 1201

Town and Country Planning Association (TCPA)
Campaigns for the reform of the UK’s planning system to
make it more responsive to people’s needs and aspirations
and to promote sustainable development.www.tcpa.org.uk  020 7930 8903

Royal Town Planning Institute (RTPI)Membership body for planning professionals that promotes
good planning and contributes to informed discussion
about planning through lobbying and research.www.rtpi.org.uk  020 7929 9494

www.communityplanning.net

Resource by the Royal Town Planning Institute

on all aspects of community planning

www.direct.gov.uk

Links to a wide range of government information,

including an A-Z list of local councils

www.foe.co.uk/resource/local/planning/

Friends of the Earth website including briefings on recent

planning issues and downloadable resources on how to

campaign on planning issues.

www.planninghelp.org.uk

Campaign to Protect Rural England’s

web-based guide to using the planning system.

www.planningportal.gov.uk

The Government’s on-line service for planning.  Includes

the National Planning Application Register which includes

information on every planning application in England and

Wales and tracks applications through to the decision stage.
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Circular 05/05: Planning obligations,Communities and Local Government, 2005.
Provides guidance on the use of planning obligations. 
Available free on-line or for £7.50 via the Parliamentary Hotline
on 08457 023474.
www.communities.gov.uk/publications/planningandbuilding/
infrastructurelevyguidance

The Community Infrastructure Levy,Communities and Local Government, January 2008
Sets out the background to the Community Infrastructure Levy
and the Planning Bill.  Available free on-line.www.communities.gov.uk/publications/planningandbuilding/
infrastructurelevyguidance

A Local Campaigners Guide to the New English Planning System,

Friends of the Earth, 2005
www.foe.co.uk/resource/guides/new_english_planning_system.pdfPlanning jargon buster: A glossary of technical

terms used in town and country (or spatial) planning,
South West Planning Aid, March 2007www.planningaid.rtpi.org.uk/SITE/UPLOAD/DOCUMENT/
SW%20documents/TownPlanningBooklet-Glossary.pdf 

Planning Obligations: Practice Guidance,
Communities and Local Government, August 2006.
Case studies on the effective delivery of planning obligations.
Available free on-line or for £10 from Communities and Local
Government Publications on 0870 1226 236.www.communities.gov.uk/publications/planningandbuilding/
planningobligationspractice 

Valuing planning obligations in England: Final report,
Communities and Local Government, May 2006
National survey of planning obligations secured by councils.
Available free on-line.
www.communities.gov.uk/publications/planningandbuilding/valuingplanningobligations
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About the Ethical
Property Foundation
The Ethical Property Foundation is a charity
committed to empowering charities and
community groups to make the most of
property, and to improving the social and
environmental performance of the
commercial property sector.  Established in
2004, the Foundation is the sister
organisation of the Ethical Property
Company, a leading social enterprise that
provides affordable office space to charities,
co-operatives and campaign groups.

The Foundation launched its charity specific
Property Advice Service in 2005 to provide
independent information, advice and training
to organisations leasing, buying or managing
premises.  By building the sector’s
knowledge and confidence around premises
issues and ensuring they have access to
good professional advice, the Foundation
aims to make property a boost rather than a
burden to charitable organisations.
Launched initially in London, the Property
Advice Service expanded into Bristol in early
2007 and has already assisted more than
550 organisations with their property
dealings.  

In addition to providing property advice to
charities and community groups, the
Foundation is currently exploring how it can
influence the main stream commercial
property sector to improve its environmental
and social performance.
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London
Development House
56–64 Leonard Street
London
EC2A 4JX
Tel. 020 7065 0760
Fax. 020 7065 0768

Bristol
Brunswick Court
Brunswick Square
Bristol
BS2 8PE
Tel. 0117 916 6455
Fax. 0117 916 6490

Registered charity No. 1101812
Registered in England and Wales
as a Company Limited by Guarantee
No. 4756158



This guide is printed on Revive uncoated
paper, which is a 100% Recycled product,
supporting responsible use of forest
resources. Made entirely from 100% post-
consumer waste, strict environmental
controls are adhered to during production
and no chlorine bleaching is used.

This guide has been researched and written
by Jo Taylor, with additional research and
writing by Hugh Warwick, from an original
idea by Jamie Hartzell.  The Ethical Property
Foundation would like to thank all those who
have assisted with the research and writing of
this guide.  Particular thanks are due to
Nancy Astley and Michael Parkes of Planning
Aid for London, Barry Pearce of South West
Planning Aid, Sarah Foster, Paul Bellack,
Andy King, David Hunter and David Lipfriend,
and to all those who provided case studies
for inclusion in the guide.

Thanks are also due to David Farnsworth of
the Bristol Neighbourhood Planning Network
for providing a foreword to the guide.  The
Bristol Neighbourhood Planning Network
aims to increase the confidence and
effectiveness of voluntary neighbourhood
groups across Bristol to promote public
involvement in the planning system through
the exchange of information, skills, expertise
and experience.

bwa-design.co.uk

Fold out this flap to view a
‘planning obligations route map’
explaining what happens with
planning obligations at each stage
of a planning application.



A planning obligation
(or Section 106 agreement)
is a legal agreement in which
a developer promises things
(from affordable housing,
to parks or community centres)
that will reduce the harmful
impacts of a development.

Although formally agreed
between the council and
developers, community
groups have the power to
influence planning obligations. 
This practical, no-nonsense
guide shows you how. 

www.ethicalproperty.org.uk
mail@ethicalproperty.org.uk

This publication has been produced as part
of the Future Planning project, a collaboration
between the Ethical Property Foundation, the
Town and Country Planning Association (TCPA)
and the Rayne Foundation.

© Ethical Property Foundation July 2008

For a large print
version of this guide,
please contact the
Ethical Property
Foundation on
020 7065 0760.




