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• secure a decent, well-designed home for 
everyone, in a human-scale environment 
combining the best features of town and country

• empower people and communities to influence 
decisions that affect them

• improve the planning system in accordance with 
the principles of sustainable development

…through planning

about the tcpa

adapting to climate change

“For the first time, wide-ranging impacts of changes in 
current climate have been documented…Nearly all 

European regions are anticipated to be negatively affected 
by some future impacts of climate change”

(Source: IPCC, Working Group II Report, 2007)

• The impacts of global warming are already under 
way – reducing emissions only part of the challenge

• Adaptation (as well as mitigation) can reduce 
vulnerability to and risks of climate change

Welsh climate in 21 st century

By 2080 Wales will experience:

• greater warmth all year round by 1.1-2.9 oC 
• more precipitation in winter by 7-24 % 
• less precipitation in summer by 7-14 % 
• greater annual precipitation by 2-9 % 
• a rise of sea level of 18-79 cm 
• a higher mean windspeed by 1-4 % 
• more evapotranspiration by 13-27 % 
• more variability from year to year the number of extreme years will 
increase 
• more frequent and more more rain in violent storms intense storms 
• more drought years by 10 % 
• more very severe gales by 10 % 

Source: Wales: Changing Climate, Changing Choices, February 2000
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planning and climate coalition

• A restatement of the importance of sustainable 
development as the key objective for the planning system

• A strong commitment to the plan-led system

• A commitment to make climate change a vital factor in all 
planning decision-making

• A recognition of the importance of adaptation and the need 
to integrate mitigation and adaptation solutions

• The creation of a new technical advice body to ensure the 
integration of data sets, methodologies and target regimes

• A holistic and positive approach to minimising energy 
demand and to large-scale, community level and micro-
renewables energy opportunities = a ‘new energy 
paradigm’
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planning for climate change –
English context the climate crisis

Recommendation
Climate change mitigation and adaptation must 
immediately become a guiding thread in planning 
education and CPD. Councillors must also receive
compulsory training on planning in general and 
climate change in particular.

Recommendation
The new Government must implement the draft 
PPS on climate and energy
and continue to sustain and grow a consensus 
about the delivery of mitigation and adaptation 
strategies.

planning for climate change –
Welsh context

“The main driver for this consolidated version of 
Planning Policy Wales is to further embed the need 
to tackle climate change into the planning system.”
Environment Minister Jane Davidson, June 2010

4.2.8 Planning for the consequences of climate 
change means recognising that changes to our 
climate over the next 30 or 40 years caused by past 
emissions are largely unavoidable. Failure to 
prepare for the inevitable impacts through 
adaptation measures will lead to further 
vulnerability for communities through damage 
to property, infrastructure and the economy. We 
need to plan for these impacts, reducing the 
vulnerability of our natural environment and 
built environment to climate change. 

what is GRaBS? www.grabs-eu.org

three-year project funded under 

INTERREG IVC Programme

september 2008- august 2011

who are the partners?

City of Malmo

Klaipeda University 
Coastal Research and 
Planning Institute

Regional 
Environmental 
Centre for Eastern 
Europe (Slovakia)

Province of Styria

Municipality of 
Kalalaria

University of Catania, 

Etnambiente

Province of Genoa

Nieuw-West 
District, Amsterdam

Southampton 
City Council

TCPA (Lead 
Partner)

London 
Borough of 
Sutton

Northwest 
Regional 
Development 
Agency

University of 
Manchester

why are we doing it?

Birchgrove, Swansea 
Nov09

Cockermouth, Cumbria, 
Nov09

Mudslides, Sicily, 
Feb2010Drought, Spain –

frequent!
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GRaBS overall aim

‘to ensure existing and new mixed use 
urban development is adapted to the 
impact of climate change through 
improving local and regional 
planning policy to put in place green 
and blue infrastructure ; 

and to facilitate the much needed
exchange of knowledge and 
experience and the actual transfer of 
good practice on climate change 
adaptation strategies to local and 
regional authorities across Europe’

• increase partner expertise on use of green and 
blue infrastructure

• identify and influence regional planning policy 
and delivery mechanisms for adaptation

• develop and use a risk and vulnerabilities 
assessment tool

• develop regional and local adaptation action plans
including a high level policy statement

• improve community awareness and engagement
in planning process

GRaBS 5 key objectives

adaptation action plans
Overcoming barriers to adaptation responses

Adaptation ‘barriers’

Lack of awareness

Political resistance

Availability and use of data

Resource constraints 

Skills shortages

Fragmented organisational structures

Loose stakeholder networks

Lack of Legislation/guidance

Assessment
Tool

AAP 

Guidance

Expert 
papers

Exchange of
experience

Case study 
database

GRaBS
inputs

Adaptation
Action
Plans

Building 
Adaptive
Capacity

Delivering 
Adaptation 

Actions

Source: University of Manchester

lessons from the case 
studies
Lessons relate to the following issues :

• Triggers for action , or the reasons why an action is considered by the 
organisation.

• Continuing leadership and championship .

• Raising awareness within the organisation + stakeholders + public

• Collaborative working – internal and external

• Learning from others , in terms of adaptation processes and/or actions.

• Developing a sound evidence base - using in-house expertise / outsourcing

• Public engagement on adaptation issues.

• Embedding adaptation in decision making through policies, plans, regulations or 
incentives, and via close collaboration with developers.

• Funding for adaptation responses.

• Monitoring and evaluation of adaptation responses. 

adaptation action plans
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GRaBS project
• http://www.grabs-eu.org


