
Private Sector Perspective – Energy 

Transmission
Nick Winser



2

National Grid – About us

50 : 50

Distribution

UK

GasElectricity

Transmission

US

Largest utility in UK 

- 2nd largest in US 

- 10th largest in world

Own & operate high voltage 

electricity network 

– England and Wales.  

Electricity system operator 

– Great Britain

Own & operate high pressure 

gas network – Great Britain
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Broader policy challenges

National
infrastructure/

regional 
planning

Decline of UKCS
Transition to a 

low carbon 
economy

Meeting 2020 
Targets

Ageing Assets

New sources 

of energy

Managing 
post BETTA 

system

Grid 
Access

Delivering 

Connections



4

The scale of the challenge, from London to 

Rome…

1200 miles
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