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This Briefing P aper is intended to gi ve GRaBS UK partners a summary of four k ey
documents whic h are highly relevant to climate ¢ hange adaptation deli very:?!

Draf t Climate Change  Adaptation Strategy f or London (Greater London
Authority , February 20 10);2

Adapting to Climate Change (House of Commons En vironmental Audit
Commit tee, Marc h 2010);3

Adapting Institutions to Climate Change (Royal Commission on
Environmental P ollution, Marc h 2010);* and

Draf t Planning P olic y Statement on Planning f oralo w Carbon F uture
in a Changing Climate (Department for Communities and L ocal Government,
March 2010).5

1 Summary of r ecurring themes

Several recur ring themes emerge throughout the four documents:

The scale of the ¢ hallenge is signif icant —the need for mitig ation is well
recognised, but the need to adapt is less well under  stood.
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Comple xity and uncer tainty are inherent to the ¢ hallenge of adapting to
climate c hange — for example, uncer tainty o ver how muc h the climate will
change, o ver the scale of in vestment required, and o ver who will benefit and
who will lose out.

Adapti ve capacity should be flexible and responsi ve to increasing knowledge,
expertise, increases in the evidence base, and bet ter aw areness of the risks.

In order to gi ve adaptation to climate ¢ hange the urgent at tention it needs,
political, depar tmental and local leader ship is crucial.

A cr oss-sectoral appr  oac h to policy -making and implementation is
necessary to build climate resilience. The Adapting to Climate Change
Programme should ensure that there is a framework for collaboration on a
cross-sectoral approac h to the development of the National Risk ~ Assessment
and subsequent Action Plan for adaptation to climate ¢ hange (as
recommended by the R oyal Commission on En vironmental P ollution).

Solutions to mitig ate and adapt to the impacts of climate ¢ hange should be
delivered in an integrated, co-ordinated way.

Investing in skills: Funding in training and professional learning about
adaptation is required urgently in order to build adapti ve capacity .

The repor ts suggest a that duty to adapt , or fur ther legislation, should be
introduced if progress on adapting to climate ¢ hange is too slow .

2 Draft Climat e Change Adaptation Str ategy for London

2.1 Overview

Under the pro visions of the Greater L ondon Authority Act 2007, the Mayor is subject
to a duty to address climate ¢ hange, and publish a L ondon climate ¢ hange

mitig ation and energy strategy (S ection 43), as well as an adaptation to climate
change strategy (S ection 44).

The Draft Climate Change Adaptation Strategy for L ondon was published by the
Greater London Authority (GLA) in F ebruary 20 10. The consultation ran until 9 May
This is the fir st adaptation strategy for L ondon. Its aim is * to assess the
consequences of climate ¢ hange on L ondon and to prepare for the impacts of
climate c hange and extreme weather to protect and enhance the quality of life of
Londoner s’ (p.15). The strategy proposes a range of measures to manage the
challenges of extreme weather in L ondon (set out in Table 1), using a risk-based
appr oac h.The key climate risks are identified, prioritised and assessed, and then
34 actions to reduce or manage eac h risk are proposed.

2.2 Content
The document is di vided into four par ts:
Part | — Conte xtf or adaptation in London: Part | gives a summary of the

projected climate ¢ hanges for L ondon, based on UKCPOQ9 projections. There is
also a chapter that uses a ‘prevent, prepare, respond, reco  ver’ series of actions
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UK clima te projections 2009 f  or London (2050s medium emissions scenar i0)

Rising
temperatures

More seasonal
rainfall

Tidal surges

Sea level rise

Summer s will be w armer, with the average summer day being 2.7 °C
warmer and very hot days 6.5 °C warmer than the baseline average. By
the end of the century the hot test day of the year could be 1 0°C hotter
than the hot test day today .

Winter s will be w armer, with the average winter day being 2.2 °C warmer
and a very w arm winter day 3.5 °C above the baseline.

Summer s will be drier , with the average summer 1 9% drier and the driest
summer 39% drier than the baseline average.

Winter s will be wet ter, with the average winter 1 4% wetter and the
wettest winter 33% wet ter than the baseline average.

Tidal surges... are not projected to increase in frequency , although the
height of a one-in-fif ty-year tidal surge is projected to increase by up to
70 centimetres by the end of the century

Sea levels are projected to rise by up to 9 0 centimetres by the end of the
century . An extreme projection of a 2 metre increase has been generated
using the latest ice-sheet modelling published af  ter the IPCC

(Intergo vernmental P anel on Climate Change) Fourth Assessment repor t.

Source: Draft Clima te Change Ada pta tion Strategy f or London, Table 1.1, p.25

to ‘map out’ who is responsible for enabling adaptation and highlights where
there are critical g aps in adapting to eac h risk.

Part Il — Under standing and managing the impacts: For each impact
(flooding, drought, o verheating) a vision is gi ven, followed by one or more
policies concerning that vision and then k ey actions that co ver cross-cut ting
issues (see below). Baseline data is gi ven for eac h impact, as well as a
description of exposure and vulnerability

Part Il - Assessing the impacts on cr oss-cut ting issues:  Part lll summarises
the cross-cut ting issues of health, L ondon’s environment, L ondon 's economy
(business and finance), and infrastructure (transpor t, energy and w aste).

Part IV — Implementing the strategy: Part IV pro vides a ‘roadmap to
resilience ', with a summary of the k ey actions, and an action plan , including
ways for the GLA Group to mainstream adaptation across its plans and

strategies. Man y of the actions fall under the 'prepare ' heading, but subsequent
strategies will seek to deli ver more actions on the ground.

2.3 Key messages — actions and gaps

The 34 actions are grouped under dif ferent headings (set out concisely in the
Executive Summary). Under eac h heading (for example, flooding, drought) the
context is explored, followed by consideration of the probability of the impact
occurring, and a shor t assessment of L ondon ’s vulnerability to the impact:

Flooding (high risk): Actions 1 -9 aim to impro ve the ability to predict and
manage flood risk, under stand surface w ater flood risk, and mak e London
more resilient to all but the most extreme floods.
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Dr ought (medium but increasing risk): Actions 1 0-14 aim to mak e London
more robust to drought, and to impro  ve the sustainability of L ondon s water
supply and demand balance.

Ov erheating (high risk): Actions 1 5-27 aim to mak e London a more
comfor table place in whic h to li ve, and to reduce and manage the impact of hot
weather on L ondoner s.

Cross-cut ting issues: Actions 28-34 focus on the impacts of floods, droughts
and heatw aves on the cross-cut ting issues of health, en vironment, econom y
and infrastructure (for example, working with the insurance sector and the
Regional P ublic Health Group).

Key actions areas  in the strategy are:
to impro ve under standing and management of surface w  ater flood risk;
to under take an urban greening programme to increase the quality and
quantity of green space and vegetation in L ondon — this will help to reduce

Londoner s’ vulnerability to floods and hot weather; and

to retro-fit up to 1 .2 million homes by 20 15 to impro ve the w ater and energy
efficiency of L ondon homes.

Critical gaps  (in adapting to impacts) are:

a lack of integration between borough spatial planner s and emergency
planner s on flood risk measures;

a lack of community flood plans in high-risk areas; and

a need to publish and promote design guidance on reducing o verheating in
buildings.

2.4 Next steps

The final strategy is due to be published in summer 20  10.

3 Environmental Audit Commit tee inquiry r eport — Adapting t o
Climat e Change

3.1 Overview

The Environmental Audit Commit tee (EAC) is appointed by the House of Commons
to consider the extent to whic h the policies and programmes of go  vernment
departments and non-depar tmental public bodies contribute to en  vironmental
protection and sustainable development.

The Adapting to Climate Change inquiry examined the e xtent to whic  h the
Government is embedding climate ¢ hange adaptation, and the

management of risks fr om future climate ¢ hange impacts, into

government pr ogrammes, policies and decision-making , and into those of the
wider public and pri vate sector s. The EAC sought to examine how well the
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Government is tac kling the k ey questions on adaptation, suc h as how well the risks
have been under stood and quantified, and how to share the burden of adapting
between the cur rent population and future generations.  The TCPA gave both oral
and writ ten evidence to the EA C.

3.2 Content
After a summary section, the inquiry repor  tis structured as follows:

Part 1 gives some bac kground on predicted ¢ hanges in climate in the UK and
defines adaptation to these ¢ hanges in terms of both building adapti  ve capacity
and deli vering adaptation actions.

Parts 2, 3and 4 explore the Go vernment’ s response to the adaptation
challenge and the risks to Go vernment objecti ves and its capacity to respond,
followed by an o verview of adapting national infrastructure and the built
environment.

Part5 sets out conclusions and recommendations.

3.3 Key messages, conclusions and recommendations

This repor t recognises that ‘adaptation to climate ¢ hange has been gi ven only a
fraction of the at tention that has gone into reducing greenhouse g  ases’, despite
being equally essential if we are to protect people, proper ty and prosperity and
safeguard the natural en vironment (p.3). It also sets out how the planning system
has a key role to play in adapting the built en  vironment, and how existing homes
also need to be adapted by incenti vising people to ¢ hange their behaviour .

Sharing of best practice, developing cross-depar tmental under standing, and
monitoring of progress are central themes:

Adaptation polic y frame work: Itis too early to tell if the new policy
framework (i.e. the Climate Change Act 2008 and the work of the cross-
government Adapting to Climate Change P rogramme) will deli ver the urgent
programme of adaptation required.  There is a consensus that there is not yet
sufficient under standing or appreciation of the need for adaptation. The
Government must demonstrate leader ship to speed up progress and raise
awareness and under standing of adaptation.

Adaptation objectiv es and assessing pr  ogress: Adaptation must feature
more strongly in the next Go vernment statement of k ey priority outcomes.
Clear objecti ves and metrics must be established for adaptation, as well as a
baseline ag ainst whic h the UK’ s progress can be measured. The absence of a
commonly agreed target or metric for adaptation cur rently hinder s decision-
making, and therefore hinder s progress.

Limits to adaptation: There are limits to what the country can adapt to — hard
choices must be tak en as to who and what is protected from the impacts of
climate c hange. For example, the country needs to establish a long-term view

of whether coastal and estuarine cities, suc h as Hull and P ortsmouth, can, and
should, be defended and possibly helped to grow , or whether they , and some
of their inhabitants, will need to retreat from ri vers and the sea (see, for
example, Fig. 1).
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Evidence and advice on adaptation: Local authorities need a new national
source of information and suppor t for adaptation (a k ey recommendation of
the Planning and Climate Change Coalition 6) — the Government urgently needs
to impro ve the pro vision and use of specialist adaptation advice (integrated

with advice on mitig ation).

Funding adaptation: There is lit tle creati ve thinking on the financing of
adaptation — the Go vernment risks delaying action or encouraging inadequate
responses unless additional, predictable and sustainable sources of funding

and suppor t are found. Deciding what the  public liability is for the impacts of
climate ¢ hange is probably the most dif ficult question that the Go vernment
needs to tac kle on adaptation.

Depar tments ' capacity to manage risks arising fr om climate ¢ hange:
The EAC suggest that a duty could be placed on go vernment depar tments
requiring them to mainstream adaptation across their planning and management
procedures, rather than treating adaptation as a bo  x-ticking exercise.

Role of local authorities: Climate c hange adaptation is one of the least
integrated policies within local authorities — it could be argued that all local
authorities should be required to target impro  vements in performance ag ainst
NI188 (only 56 out of a possible 1 52 local authorities have pic ked the indicator
to date). The EAC recommends that the Go vernment applies the R eporting
Power to local authorities if they are not making good progress in adapting to
climate c hange.

Predicted P ortsmouth flood zones f or 2115

Source: Facing Up to Rising Sea-Le vels: Retrea t? Defend? Attac k? Institution of Civil Engineer s,2010
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Use of the spatial planning system in adapting the built en vir onment:
The Planning and Climate Change Coalition ¢ is cited reg arding weaknesses in
planning guidance (par tially addressed by the revised Draft Planning P olicy
Statement on Planning for a L ow Carbon F uture in a Changing Climate - see
below) and the failure to realise the planning system’ s potential to help build
community resilience because of alac k of resources, skills and political
commitment. New developments should only be permit ted if they are suited to
future climates and suppor t the o verall resilience of the built en vironment. The
EAC recommends that local authorities use planning oblig ations to require
developer s to tak e adaptation measures that benefit their new developments

and the wider community

Use of green infrastructure in adapting the built en vir onment: The repor t
recognises the multiple benefits of green infrastructure, including its crucial

role in climate ¢ hange adaptation. The draft PPS on Planning for a Natural and
Healthy Environmen t7 produced in Marc h 2010 emphasises the strategic role of
well-planned green spaces in adapting to climate ¢ hange. The EAC recommends
that the Go vernment align the work of k ey depar tments to green infrastructure
and identify a depar tment to act as a ‘green infrastructure ¢ hampion ’ (p.32).

Adapting e xisting homes:  The Government should remo ve any
administrati ve barrier s to the establishment of , and encourage local agencies
to set up, one-stop-shop services capable of pro  viding the public with
integrated retrofit ting programmes co vering adaptation, w ater efficiency and
energy ef ficiency, in an effort to adapt pri vate and social housing (on whic h
slow progress is cur rently being made). Incenti ves to encourage people to
adapt their homes should also be strengthened.

New sources of funding and resources will be needed to in  vest in appropriate
infrastructure, and to pro vide incenti ves to change behaviour . However , with severe
spending cuts on the horiz on, it remains to be seen whether adaptation will be

given the priority it so desperately needs.

4 Royal Commission on En vironmental P ollution r eport —
Adapting Instit utions t o Climat e Change

4.1 Overview

The Royal Commission on En vironmental P ollution (RCEP) is an independent
standing body established in 1 970 to advise the Queen, the Go vernment, P arliament
and the public on en vironmental issues. On 30 Marc h 2010, the RCEP launched its
28th Report, Adapting Institutions to Climate Change , exploring how institutions
should adapt their policies to a ¢ hanging climate. The repor t examines existing
institutional ar rangements in three example areas: freshw  ater; biodi versity and
nature conservation; and coastal z ones. Over 100 org anisations, including the TCPA,
contributed to the repor tin the form of evidence or information.

Both a full repor t and a summary repor t are available. It is hoped that the repor  t will
stimulate a wide range of org anisations to consider urgentl y and more

thor oughl y the potential implications of a ¢ hanging climate f  or theirw ork
and the impor  tance of building adaptiv e capacity (p.5). The RCEP argues that
the scale of the ¢ hallenge has not yet been suf ficiently recognised, but stresses that,
if addressed now , there is still time for the UK to be well positioned to cope with a

more c hallenging future climate.



GRaBS Briefing P aper 3

4.2 Content
After an introductory ¢ hapter, the repor t is structured as follows:

Chapter 2 sets the scene by describing the ¢ hanging UK climate, possible
effects, and implications for institutional ar  rangements.

Chapter 3 consider s the go vernance ar rangements for the issues arising in
the previous ¢ hapter (i.e. on freshw ater, the coastal z one, and biodi versity),
with a specific section on the institutional ar  rangements for spatial planning
(pp.44-48).

Chapter 4 takes this analysis forw ard and aims to assist all institutions in
building adapti ve capacity to cope with four ¢ hallenges — uncer tainty ,
complexity , path dependency , and equity and ef ficiency .

Chapter 5 sets out recommendations to help org  anisations address
adaptation (i.e. to ensure that their policies and programmes address, and
reduce, vulnerability to climate ¢ hange, and exploit oppor tunities to increase
resilience).

4.3 Key messages
Key messages stemming from the repor tinclude:

Four o verlapping ¢ hallenges: The RCEP identifies four o verlapping
challenges whic h institutions face when adapting to climate ¢ = hange.
Organisations will need to pay at tention to how they frame the issue of climate
change adaptation, and how they learn and implement policy responses in the
face of these four ¢ hallenges.

Uncer tainty: There is uncer tainty in input data in climate models; in the
methodologies used to produce climate models; in the impacts and response
of natural systems; and in social and tec hnological systems.

Comple xity: There is complexity in terms of the institutional ar ~ rangements
and man y layer s of go vernance in volved.

Path dependenc y: Over-reliance on the w ay things have been done to date
may mak e it dif ficult to establish new w ays of working tow ards adaptation. P ath
dependency also arises , for example, from the fragmentation of accountability

and responsibility across go vernment for dif ferent elements of flood risk.

Equity and ef ficienc y: The difficulties of ensuring equitable responses to
climate c hange adaptation arise because the impacts are not lik  ely to be felt
evenly across society — vulnerability varies. Inte  r-generational equity also raises
difficult questions. It can be hard to quantify benefits (through cost-benefit
analysis, for example) in the case of adaptation owing to uncer tainties about
the nature and extent of future ¢ hange. The RCEP recommends that
government should initiate and sustain an informed political and public debate

on the distribution of the costs of the impacts of climate ¢ hange and of
adaptation, the results of whic h will inform policy decisions.

Circles of adaptiv e capacity: In order to build their adapti ve capacity,
institutions will need to consider how to frame the issue of adaptation, how to
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Framing
Includes consideration of:

The key missions of org anisations;
org anisational par tner ships; competition
with other goals; the tendency to
short-termism in decision making;
and the existence of dif ferent values
and interests

Implementation Learning
Includes consideration of: Components include:
Up-scaling; enabling mec hanisms The generation and sharing
for implementation; of information; using
co-ordination; resources; knowledge and information;
and the distribution strategic memory
of costs and social learning;

and inno vation

The cir cles of ada ptiv e ca pacity
Source: Ada pting Ins titutions to Clima te Change , p.94

implement adaptation measures, and how to learn. These components are
multi-faceted and inte r-link ed (see Fig. 2).

Ten per tinent adaptation q uestions: The RCEP sets out ten adaptation
guestions to help org anisations begin to think about framing the problem and
implementing actions (see  Annex | of this Briefing P aper).

The adaptation test: The RCEP believes that adaptation must be embedded
into all aspects of institutional design and operation, and recommends use of an
‘adaptation test’ whic h could be integrated into decision-making frameworks.

The objecti ve of this test should be to reduce exposure to risk of damage

through climate ¢ hange; to develop the capacity to cope with unav  oidable
damage; and to encourage org anisations to tak e advantage of new oppor tunities.

An adaptation duty: The RCEP recommends that the Climate Change Act
2008 be amended to impose an adaptation duty on public bodies, suc h as that
of the S cottish Climate Change Act or the Greater L ondon Authority Act. The
RCEP also advises that the Adaptation Sub-Commit tee of the Commit tee on
Climate Change should evaluate and ensure that the appropriate public bodies
(including local authorities) repor t on adaptation deli very.
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Public engagement: In order to enhance public access to debate and

under standing of the adaptation agenda, the RCEP recommends that Defra

(the Depar tment for En vironment, F ood and R ural Affairs), environmental
regulator s and local authorities should pay urgent at  tention to the presentation
of national and regional nar ratives or stories describing what climate ¢ hange
will mean for institutions, communities and indi viduals, and the relevant
adaptation priorities. R ather than ‘limited passi ve consultation on

draft actions ’, public authorities should eng age the public early in decision
processes to help frame the issues relevant to adaptation and to g ather public
views.

4.4 Key messages on land use planning and adaptation

The RCEP believes that the planning system will be crucial in deliv ering
successful adaptation . Recommendations include the following:

Local authorities should ensure that planning depar  tments are adequately
resourced and org anised to enable their responsibilities in relation to
adaptation to be met.

The Adaptation Sub-Commit tee of the Commit tee on Climate Change should
scrutinise planning policy guidance to assess and advise on the recognition
within spatial planning of the impor  tance of adapting to climate ¢ hange.

In August 20 09, the TCPA published a repor t on Helping to Deliv  er Climate

Change Adaptation thr  ough the UK Planning S ystem 8 whic h informed the
RCEPS study (and w as itself informed by the GR aBS projec t®). At its best, the
planning system is capable of integrating and gi  ving spatial expression to a range

of policy priorities within the sustainable development paradigm. P olicy -makers and
practitioner s recognise that deli vering adaptation needs to be embedded within the
plan-led approac h of the planning system.

The TCPA repor t concluded that the planning system is cur  rently unde r-performing

in terms of deli vering climate ¢ hange adaptation, owing to the presence of a

number of barrier s, including statutory frameworks, institutional ar rangements,
policy frameworks, lac k of evidence and confusion o ver methodologies, lac k of skills
and resources, and political resistance or lac  k of aw areness. However , there are a
number of oppor tunities to deli ver a step-c hange in the response of the spatial
planning system to climate ¢ hange, including:

enhancing the level of prescription of statutory duties on climate c hange and
spatial planning;

increasing institutional coherence between go  vernment depar tments with
adaptation and planning deli very responsibilities;

reviewing national climate ¢ hange policy to ensure greater deli  very at the local
level;

maximising the potential of community par ticipation by raising aw areness of
the benefits of adaptation outcomes on place-making and well-being; and

increasing resources to transform skills via a nationally co-ordinated ef fort.

10
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5 Draft Planning P olicy Stat ement on Planning f or a Low Carbon
Futur e in a Changing Climat e

5.1 Overview

In October 20 09 the Planning and Climate Change Coalition published a  Position
Statemen t ° calling for new planning policy on climate ¢ hange to be informed by the
following set of principles:

a restatement of the impor tance of sustainable development as the k ey
objecti ve for the planning system;

a strong commitment to the plan-led system, whic ~ h can produce cer tainty and
transparency for all sector s;

a commitment to mak e climate ¢ hange a vital factor in all planning decision-making;

a strong commitment to en  vironmental justice and open, transparent and
participati ve decision-making;

a recognition of the impor tance of adaptation and the need to integrate
mitig ation and adaptation solutions;

the creation of a new tec hnical advice body to ensure the integration of data
sets, methodologies and target regimes; and

the introduction of a new energy paradigm whic  h requires a holistic and
positi ve approac h both to minimising energy demand and to large-scale,
community level and micro-renew  ables energy oppor tunities.

Specifically , the Coalition believed that a new Planning P olicy Statement (PPS)
should ac knowledge that the impacts of weather and climate are generally felt

locally and that local planning has a par ticularly impor tant role to play in adaptation
and increasing local resilience. The PPS should also ensure that both mitig  ation and
adaptation are deli vered through comprehensi ve and integrated action.

In Marc h 2010, the Depar tment for Communities and L  ocal Go vernment published the
Draft Planning P olicy Statement on Planning fora L ow Carbon F uture in a Changing
Climate d, the consultation period for whic h ended on 1 J une. The aim w as to bring
together a revision of the  Planning and Climate Change Supplement to PPS1  and
the 2004 PPS22: Renew able Energy to form a consolidated supplement to PPS1

5.2 Key messages on planning f or adaptation

The draft PPS is one of the most significant steps forw  ard in the development of
spatial planning in dealing with the pressing climate crisis, and is strongly

suppor ted by the TCPA. There is a clear expectation that new development should
be low -carbon development that can adapt to the impacts of climate ¢ hange. The
key messages below focus on the local planning approac h, taking into account
imminent ¢ hanges in the regional planning system:

Recognising the impor tance of adaptation: The PPS recognises that
preparing for the ef fects of climate ¢ hange is just as impor tant as mitig ating the

impacts. It states that * we w ant to mak e sure that local planning authorities

11
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consider the lik ely impacts of climate ¢ hange and, using the available evidence,
plan for these impacts when considering new development and develop
adaptation options for existing areas . (para. 18).

Polic y LCF5: This sets out the local planning approac  h for adapting to climate
change — see Box 1.

Recognising the impor tance of green infrastructure: The PPS also raises
awareness of the k ey role that green infrastructure has to play in adaptation, as
well as in pro viding biodi versity, water, healthy living and transpor t benefits.

New de velopments: In selecting new sites for development, consideration
should be gi ven to whether the development would result in oppor tunities to
help the existing community to adapt to climate ¢ =~ hange impacts (including
sustainable drainage systems (SUDS) and green infrastructure) (P olicy LCF6.1).
Proposed new development will be expected to reduce greenhouse g as
emissions, and also to pro vide open space, gi ve priority to the use of SUDS,

and av oid increasing vulnerability to climate ¢ = hange impacts.

It is clear that the draf t PPS echoes man y of the principles set out by the Planning
and Climate Change Coalition (par ticularly in terms of an integrated and holistic
planning approac h to mitig ation of , and adaptation to, the impacts of climate
change). Overall, the policy creates a platf orm f or local authorities to mak e
str ong pr ogress on a wide range of climate-related polic y issues
particularly because the final PPS would have precedence o  ver development plans
where these are out of date.

Box 1

12
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However , it remains to be seen as to whether this draf t PPS will survi ve the radical
reforms in the planning system proposed under the new coalition Go vernment, and
how it will ev olve to deal with the absence of the regional tier

6 Notes and fur ther inf ormation

1 See also Climate Change Adaptation by Design. A Guide for Sustainable
Communities . TCPA, 2007. http://www .tcpa.or g.uk/data/files/bd_cca.pd f;
Under standing the En vironmental and S ocial Impact of Garden Development . GRaBS
Briefing P aper 1. GRaBS project. TCPA, Jan. 2010.
http: /lwww .tcpa.or g.uk/data/files/r esources/859/GRaBS_Br iefing_Paper_1.pdf; and
Delivering Green Infrastructure Benefits to Communities and Places through Planning
GRaBS Briefing P aper 2. GRaBS project. TCPA, Jun. 2010. http: //www .tcpa.or g.uk/
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3 Adapting to Climate Change . House of Commons En vironmental Audit Commit tee,
Mar. 2010.
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4 Adapting Institutions to Climate Change . Royal Commission on En vironmental P ollution,
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See also Planning for a Natural and Health y Environment . TCPA Briefing P aper 9. TCPA,
Jun. 2010. http: //www .tcpa.or g.uk/data/files/r esources/856/TB9_Health y-and-Nat ural-Environment_G.pdf
8 Helping to Deli ver Climate Change Adaptation through the UK Planning S  ystem . Report
for the RCEP. TCPA, Aug. 20 09.
http: //www .rcep.org.uk/r eports/28-adaptation/documents/TCP  A%20repor tf orR CERPpdf
9 See http://lwww .grabs-eu.or g/
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GRaBS Briefing P aper 3

Annex 1
Royal Commission on En vironmental P ollution’ s ten adaptation questions

1

10

Have you identified the possible range of impacts of climate ¢ hange on the acti vities and
responsibilities of your institution or business, and their timescales?

Do you under stand the nature of , and the limitations in, the climate projections in UKCP09?

Do you under stand that adaptation to climate ¢ hange is an open-ended process, not a single action
that will solve your problems or reduce your risks?

Have you framed the questions and issues to be addressed adequately , SO as to av oid tackling the
wrong problem, or making mat ters wor se? Do you under stand how the risks posed by climate
change interact with, and might ¢ hange, the other risks your org anisation has to respond to?

Have you identified options for adaptation, and devised flexible plans and strategies that can deal

with uncer tainty?

Are you embedding consideration of adaptation into your core business? Is there the right

accountability for actions at the most senior levels of your org anisation?

Are the objecti ves and aims of your institution fit for purpose ina c hanging world? Are you aw are of
the power s and duties af fecting your institution?

Who are the significant other stak eholder s (including member s of the public) with whom you need

to interact to deli ver adaptation? Are there bar rier s (perceived or real) that might mak e collaboration
difficult? How do you plan to negotiate these bar  riers?

Do you have mec hanisms in place to listen and respond to alternati  ve views on the w ays of dealing
with climate ¢ hange, new w ays of thinking, and w ays of evaluating the success of past actions in
relation to climate ¢ hange?

Do your org anisation ’s planning and in vestment cycles allow for new insights and information about
climate c hange to be tak en into account?

Source: Ada pting Ins titutions to Clima te Change , Box 5A, p.111

we ar e: independent and open to all who w ant better places
we hav e achie ved: greener cities, new towns, and better homes

we cr eate: ideas, knowledge, publications, campaigns, and
independent policies

we aim to: secure homes, empower communities, and deliver a
sustainable future

...through planning

Town and Countr y Planning Associa tion
17 Car Iton House Terrace
London SW1Y 5AS

+44 (0)20 7930 8903
tcpa@tcpa.or  g.uk
www .tcpa.or g.uk
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