
The Sheffield declaration 

A new beginning for democratic planning 
 

We the undersigned believe that democratic planning is a vital way of securing a peaceful 
and sustainable future in an era defined by crisis and conflict. We recognise that our current 
system has drifted away from the values of social justice which founded the planning 
movement.  

As result, we declare our commitment to regenerating the art and science of democratic 
planning by supporting a new set of values as our core purpose and a new ethical code for 
town planners. 

A new purpose for planning.  

Planning is the way that society takes responsibility for our planet and the flourishing of all 
people, both now and in the future. It does this through: 

• The empathetic stewardship of place and space to support socially just outcomes, 
• democratic co-production with communities, 
• removing health and economic inequalities by promoting social equity and social 

justice, and 
• respecting environmental and ecological limits, in order to create inclusive and joyful 

places where people and nature thrive. 

A new ethical code for planners. 

As planners we will: 

Principle 1: Work for sustainable development. 

a. Use the principles of sustainable development as the guiding influence in our work 
to ensure outcomes which simultaneously and holistically support nature, people 
and the creation of social value, both now and for future generations.   

b. Seek social justice by working to expand choice and opportunity for all persons, 
emphasising our special responsibility to plan with those who have been 
marginalised, disadvantaged or face exclusion due to disability, and to promote 
gender, racial and economic equity. 

c. Recognise and work to mitigate the impacts of existing plans and procedures that 
result in patterns of discrimination, exclusion, displacement, or environmental 
injustice.  

d. Prioritise actions which address the climate crisis and support nature restoration by 
ensuring we respect environmental limits.   

e. Ensure the fair redistribution of development values to enable the creation of 
inclusive places and long-term stewardship.    

 

  



Principle 2: Do no harm.  

a. Ensure all decisions positively promote the physical and mental health and wellbeing 
of people and lead to the creation of inclusive environments.   

b. Do nothing positively, or by omission, which may cause harm to the health and 
wellbeing of people or irrevocable damage to the natural environment. 

Principle 3: Serve the public interest with integrity and openness. 

a. Exercise fair, honest, skilled, informed and independent professional judgment. 
b. Serve as advocates for private interests only when the client's objectives are  

consistent with the public interest and this ethical code. 
c. Avoid a conflict of interest, or even the appearance of a conflict of interest, in 

accepting assignments from clients or employers. 
d. Abstain completely from direct or indirect participation as an advisor or decision-

maker in any matter in which there is a personal or pecuniary interest, and leave any 
chamber in which such a matter is under deliberation. 

e. Fearlessly expose corruption wherever discovered. 

Principle 4: Support democratic decision-making and foster public trust. 

a. Be conscious of and respect the rights of others. Develop skills that enable better 
communication and more effective, respectful, and compassionate planning efforts 
with all communities, especially underrepresented communities and marginalised 
people, so that they may fully participate in planning.  

b. Respect the experience, knowledge, and history of all people. 
c. Ensure that people have the opportunity for meaningful and informed participation 

in decisions that may affect them. Participation should be broad enough to include 
those who lack formal organisation or influence, especially underrepresented 
communities and marginalised people. Attention and resources should be given to 
issues of equity, diversity, and inclusion and should reflect the diversity of the 
community. 

d. Educate and empower the public about planning issues and their relevance to 
everyone's lives. 
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Signed by: 

Malcolm Tait  University of Sheffield  
Happiness Aina-Tolofari  Student 
Sneha Ajayan  University of Sheffield  
Alex Aliaga  University of Sheffield  
Jeanette Aves  Town and Country Planning Association  
Andrew Boughton  University of Westminster  
Malachy Buck  London South Bank University  
Dr Rosalie Callway  Town and Country Planning Association  



Kiera Chapman  University of Oxford  
Ian Christie  University of Surrey  
Anna Clements  Newmark  
Ben Clifford  Bartlett School of Planning, UCL  
Steve Counsell  Thruxton Community Engagement Forum  
Savannah Cox  University of Sheffield  
Jack Dangerfield    
Jack Dangerfield    
Susheel Das  Wakefield Council  
Celia Davis  Town and Country Planning Association  
Kenny Dhillon  Enzygo  
Gillian Dick  Chartered Town Planner  
Daniel Dobinson    
Marc Dorfman  Town Planning Management Ltd  
Matias Echanove  urbz  
Michael Edwards UCL and Just Space  
Dr Hugh Ellis  Town and Country Planning Association  
Finn Evans    
Helen Fadipe  FPP Associates Ltd  
Louise Fountain  SLR consulting  
Helen France    
Murray Graham  Urban roots  
Helen Hawkes  Wyre Forest District Council  
Harry Hawkins    
Lee Heykoop  Homes England  
Rory Hillman  Derby City Council  
Philipp Horn  University of Sheffield  
Vanlal Hruaia    
Hannah Hyland  Environment Agency  
Andy Inch  University of Glasgow  
Tim Jones  Oxford Brookes University  
Timothy Joubert  University of Leeds  
Rory Keenan    
Richard Kingston  University of Manchester  
Benjamin Kite  Ecological Planning & Research Ltd  
Denise Knipe  Aspbury Planning & Heritage  
Mykhailo Kovalov  Edinburgh Council  
Martynas Koveckis  Cardiff University  
Ashley Lampard    
Dylan Lewis-Creser    
Charlotte Llewellyn  Sheffield Hallam University  
David Lomas  MSC Planning Associates Limited 
Tom Luke  Middlesbrough Council  
Michael Martin  University of Sheffield  



David McAleavey  Public Health South Tees  
Jonathan McDowell  Matter Architecture  
Michelle McSorley -Sharp  McSorley Impact Consultants  
Julie-Anne Middleditch  Bolsover District Council  

Philip Milllard  
 

Gifty Nyako  Physical Planning Department  
Amber Nyoni  Essex County Council  
Neil Oxby  Bolsover DC  
Raniya Patel    
Beth Perry  University of Sheffield  
Amy Phillips  University of Manchester  
Madeleine Pill  The University of Sheffield  
Frank Popper  Princeton University  
Sabrish Prakash    
Martin Putsey    
Bill Randolph  UNSW Sydney  
Janine Richardson  Greater Cambridge Shared Planning Service  
Ethan Ryan  University of Sheffield  
Matt Sanderson  University of Manchester  
Nepo Schrade  University of Rostock  
Edward Shepherd  Cardiff University  
Simeon Shtebunaev  Social Life  
Jason Slade  School of Geography and Planning, University of Sheffield  
Katherine Snell    
Josh T  Cardiff University  
Geoff Vigar  Newcastle University  
Andy von Bradsky  vBE  
John Wacher  Planning for Affordable Housing  
Jack White    
Georgia Wrighton  University of Brighton 
 


